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„„ 
ORATION, 


DELIVERED ON 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1796, 
At the Great Room, in Brewer Street, 
On the Refignation of 
GENERAL WASHINGTON, 


INCLUDING 


A SHORT REVIEW OF HIS. LIFE, CHARACTER, 


AND CONDUCT, 


1 3 8 


— 


BY JOHN GALE. JONES. 


4 It hath been ſaid that the life or death, the fame or reputation, tho 


virtues or vices, of a ſingle individual, are of no material conſequence to 
the community at large. I ara, however, of a different opinion, I think 
that, when the moſt tranſcendant abilities, the moſt extraordinary talents, 
and the moſt diſintereſted patriotiſm, are united together in the ſame 
character, and exerted for the welfare and happineſs of ſociety ; a whole 
nation may well mourn the leſs of ſuch a man, ſince a whole nation can 
ſcarcely produce the like again.” J. G. J. 


- - s 


London: 
Printed for T. C. Jones, No. 2g, Rathbone Place; 
and J. S. JoRDAN, Fleet Street. 
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THE PEOPLE or n 
W THE CITIZENS. OF 


- 
4 7 50 
i332 


" be a S <4 4-1 
LATEL LANG , 


AND THE 


DISTINGUISHED PATRIOTS AND 
'- © PHILOSOPHERS OF ©3 


2 nn. 
THIS TRIFLE, © 
A A HUMBLE TRIBUTE OF ESTE MM 
FOR A MAN WHOSE PATRIOTIC EXERTIONS 
IN; R Tax, 
SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY, 85 


HAVE DESERVEDLY. * 
RAISED HIM HIGH IN THE PUBLIC ESTIMATION, 


AS A REAL FRIEND TO LIBERTY, 
AND A SINCERE AND ANABLE ADVOCATE FOR 


IHE RIGHTS OF MANKIND. 


-- 


| Wuzn Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
hon ſhall. no longer be practiſed 
over the miſerable Inhabitants of 


WA 


Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America; 
when. the wile defol: ating fury of 
War ſhall no more be permitted 
ce of Na- 


ture; and peace again reſume 


to ravage the fair. 


| her rightful, empire over the 
Earth ; the good and wile of all 
Nations ſhall join in mutual in- 
| tercourſe, and be united together 
in the ered, bonds. of friendſhip, 
amity and love. The moſt power- 
ful influence ſhall be that of 
Truth and Reaſon, and the higheſt 
diſtinction Which a virtuous Man 
ſhall then require, will be to de- 


ſerve 


> 1 
ſerve” and to obtain the valuable 

and endearing appellation of a 

Citizen of the World. . 


. Turn while, recurring to 
paſt events, and tracing their re- 
| mote cauſes and probable effects, 
we learn to eſtimate the ſuperior 
value of fixed and determinate 
| principles, it will be remembered 
and acknowledged that virtuous 
individuals are the only effectual 


inſtruments of their ſucceſsful pro- 


pagation ; and when Memory ſhall 
recall to mind the glorious ſtruggle 
| 5 of 


(vm ] 
of: American. Independence the 
name of WasrinGToON. ſhall not 
be- forgotten. Lett ids No i nh J 


47 


* 


J. C. JONES. 


47 
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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE: 


* 
5 — : = == _ 1 1 
9 N 


WHATEVER repugrance the 
Author may hitherto have felt, or 
whatever dvibry-ho may have ens 
tertained, reſpecting the propriety 
of again obtruding himſelf on the 
Public attention ; thoſe doubts 
have completely ſubſided, and that 


repugnance is how no more. 


l 
Io pay the deſerved tribute 
of reſpe& to exalted merit and 
diſtinguiſhed virtue muſt at all 
times be an uſeful and a pleaſing 
employment; but never doth it 
become more neceſſary or more 
important, than when party viru- 
lence or perſonal reſentment aided 
by rare and diſtinguiſhed abilities, 
combine to depreciate merit to 
render virtue ä and genius, 
a fault. iat de 


* 


Ar the time, when I delivered 
the following Oration, Mr, Paixz's 


Letter 


11 J 
* q 
9s 


Letter had not made its appear- 


ance. It is with ſincere and pain- 
ful regret that I have ſince had 
occaſion to peruſe ĩt. I could not 
ſuppoſe, and I am yet unwilling 


to believe that Mr. Pa is the 


real author. As remote from truth 
as it is deſtitute of candour, it be- 
trays evident ſymptoms of an en- 
vious W and a ape 


mind. 


> TS 1 2 


. 1 
= * * — 89 > 
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"Way, when GENERAL Wasn- 


Ido rox had ſignified an intention 


of reſigning his official ſituation 


and 
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his reputation, I own myſelf at a 


e 


6 1 


and uf retiring from the cuties of 


actise life, Mr. PAixz ſhould have 
ſelefted that particular moment to 
attack his charaQer and to ſully 


loſs to conceive.” Perhaps it may 


not be unreaſonable to indulge a 


hope, that when calm delibera- 
tion ſhall take place of haſty re- 
ſentment, and reaſon be ſubſlituted 
for prejudice, he may yet be in- 
duced to retract his illiberal aſ- 
ſertions, and do ample juſtice to 
the memory of WA $HINGTON. 


TRE 


E 

Tux Public, then, remember- 
ing only his former exertions in 
the cauſe of Liberty ſhall freely 
confeſs their frequent obligations, 
and while they lament the cruel 
perſecution of their moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Patriots, ſhall kindly over- 
look and excuſe both the Preface 
of Yorke ®, and the Letter of 


TroMas PAINE. 


* Vide the PRETACE to the TAIAL or Hanxy 
Yorke rox A Conselracy! 
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\ GENTLEMEN, 


HEN I 3 50 nature of the 
VVtaſk which I have this evening 
eee its difficulty at once per- 
plexes and confounds me; ſince it is a 
ſubject which might well demand the 
ableſt exertions of a more intelligent mind, 
and a more learned and eloquent ſpeaker. 
I feel it neceſſary, therefore, while I claim 
of this reſpectable aſſembly, their patient 
and favourable attention, to claim alſo, 
what I fear, I ſhall but too frequently re- 


quire, their uſual moderation: 0 ws 
bee, | h +; 4111655 


a names ee of 
human _ and the ever varying in- 
B fluence 


S * 
* £ 2. * ; 


— 
* W 4 a 
— — Ka be 


[2 3 
fluence of public opinion, there is, per- 
haps, no event which hath been generally 
conſidered as more apparently critical, or 
more truly antereſting, than the late reſig- 
nation of the Preſident of America. 


To ſuffer a circumſtance ſo momentous, 
and replete with ſuch important conſe- 
quences, to the intereſts of the political 
world, to paſs unnoticed or unknown, 
would tend to encourage a torpid and 
criminal indifference to all that concerns 
human nature, and to loſe the favourable 
opportunity of paying a juſt and favour- 
able tribute, to extraordinary talent and 
mm virtue. 


: In tithes and ſeaſons of national peace 
and proſperity, when all around 1s tran- 
quil and ſecure ; the active exertions of a 
ſolitary individual may be eaſily over- 
looked or forgotten. His merit, though 
conſpicuous, is too often ſuffered to lan- 
guiſh in filent obſcurity, and his abilities 

and his virtues are neglected and deſpiſed. 
But when the awful criſis of political fer- 
ene and the rude ſhock of popular 
commotion 


l 
1 


TeayYt 
commotion, convulſe and - diſtract; the 
State, rendering advice ſeaſonable, and 
unmediate interpoſition neceſſary; his for- 
mer inſtructions are quickly remembered, 
and his aſſiſtance is eagerly ſought. Un- 
bounded confidence takes place of exceſ- 
ſive and unjuſt ſuſpicion; the warm im- 
pulſe of generous affection is ſubſtituted 
for the cold deliberations of diſtruſt and 
jealouſy ; and the univerſal; cry of a 
people in diſtreſs is, Save us, quickly, 
ſave us, from the impending ruin which 
awaits us, and we will freely honour— 
Publicly. eſteem and ez, reward 


you. ones welder 25 . 


Wu Happy the man, who, truly awake to 
the glorious calls of patriotiſm, and ever 
mindful of the real intereſts of his coun- 
try, ſhall be found ready and willing, on 
any ſudden or extraordinary emergency, 
to aſſert its liberties and protect its rights! 
Happy the people, who, at a critical pe- 
riod of difficulty and danger can ſelect 
with penetration and diſcernment the man 
of ſuperior merit and diſtinguiſhed worth! 


C4 1 

While ſolid and ſubſtantial principles 
ought ever to be conſidered as the ſacred 
and eternal guides to human action, yet 
men are the neceſſary and the only ve- 
hicles whereby they can be ſucceſsfully 
promoted, and where the principle and 
the individual are alike congenial and 
conſiſtent, their utility and advantages are 
obvious and important, and they always 
merit, and ſhall never fail to experience, 
our eſteem, our * 1 our — 1 
N | a 


* 


To the ſubjes which is at relelt . a 
fore us, theſe preliminary obſervations are 
juſtly applicable; for, hath not America 
fully proved herſelf the favoured country, 
and George Walhington the fortunate 
man pre cb 


When not long ſince the W eſtern hori- 
zon was overclouded with the heavy 
gloom of approaching war; when deſpo- 
tiſm, like a ſweeping — NE threatened 
to ſcatter ruin and deſolation around; 
when foul corruption like a Poilondus 
mildew infected the purity of the atmoſ- 

1 


L 38 I 
phere, and ſpread its contaminating in- 
fluence over the land- another ſun ap- 
peared, lord of the aſcendant to brighten 
the political hemiſphere, to chaſe awe 
| the nightly miſts of error and obſcurity, 
and diffuſe abroad the genial enn of 
wont and e 


Then Waſhington aroſe great in arts 
and arms; Nature's chief ornament; his 
country's pride and glory: though ad- 
mirably qualified to govern by the ſupe- 
rior wiſdom of his plans and the inte- 
grity of his mind, he yet diſdained to ac- 
cept of power unleſs previouſly acquired 


and deſerved, by tried ſervices and long 
eſtabliſhed reputation. 


Great in the cabinet, but greater in the 
field, in him were united the rare and 
often oppolite qualities of an intrepid 
warrior, an able negociator, and a pro- 
found politician, In war he practiſed the 
active duties of a ſoldier; in peace, the 
milder virtues of philoſophy. Fitted at 
once to counſel and decide, it was re- 
ſerved for him alone to unſheath the 


_— 


Ez 
flaming ſword of public vengeance, and 
lead a nation on to deeds of virtue. His 
manly ſpirit was not ſormed to ſubmit 
to the lawleſs uſurpations of tyranny, or 
meanly condeſcend to practice the baſe 
and treacherous arts of open profligacy 
or private intrigue. Superior almoſt to 
the common frailties and imperfections 
of human nature, he needed no limita- 
tions to leſſen his authority, no rule to 
regulate his conduct. His only effectual 
reſtraint, was the ſober influence of rea- 


ſon—his law, the FR ri map of 
ns. 


How ſhall I retrace he fi ular events 
which have given birth to this extraor- 
dinary man, or what peculiar mode or 
vehicle of communication can I adopt to 
recount his memorable exploits? To 
hold up the aggregate features of a cha- 
rafter ſo exalted, would overpower by its 
ſuperior luſtre; to analyze the varied 
incidents of his life, would be to exhibit 
only an inexhauſtible fund of moral ex- 
cellence and exemplary virtue. If we 
would look for the bappy conſequences 

_ reſulting 


1 
reſulting from his combined efforts, in the 
glorious cauſe of liberty and humanity, 
we ſhall find them fixed and permanent 


as the polar ſtar, re ſplendent as the mid 
day ſun, wide and extenſive as the ac- 


cumulated waters of the ocean, which 
penetrate and diffuſe themſelves to the 
ee de, of the Selin n 


de his complete. ws eee 
Saen in eſtabliſhing the liberty and in- 
dependance of his country, we are enabled 
to trace the paſt origin, the preſent; pro- 
greſs, and the future eſtabliſhment; of 
univerſal freedom and general tranquillity. 
To aſſert with matchleſs intrepidity, the 
glorious cauſe of liberty againſt the wild 
encroachments of tyranny and deſpotiſm; 
to awaken the people to a juſt perception, 
and urge them to a manly defence of 
their native rights and privileges; to pre- 
ſerve unſhackled and unreſtrained the 
freedom of the preſs and the toleration of 
opinion; to ſhew the practicability and 
even the ſuperior excellence of a popular 
form of government over abſolute au- 
yy or regal eſlabliſhments ; ti are 
1 thy 
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thy: firſt of merits Waſhington; theſe! are 
the never fading laurels which: adorn. thy 
brow; and, which, while they perpetuate 
thy well earned fame, furniſh to the ad- 
miring nations of the —— 
3 a an 3 5kgjonn LSXELS: 


0 4 
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If We e trace 205 — — 
dents of his life, we ſhall find them to 


have been always diſtinguiſhed by the 
fame uniform tenor of oondutt, and by 
the ſame diſintereſted love of his country. 
At an age when indulgence ſeems almoſt 
reaſonable and indolence ſcarce a fault, 
he entered into the ſervice of the army, 


and there mingled the military ardour of 


a warrior, with the e e nen 


bee ſcholar *. 


* At twenty years of 5 General Walkingion/# was 
nv a Major in the Colonial troops employed againſt 
Carthagena. At one and twenty, he was appointed by 
Lieutenant-Governor Diawiddie to inquire into certain 
encroachments, which were reported to have been made 
by the French from Canada, on the Weſtern territories of 
the Britiſh colonies, and to negociate a treaty with the 
ſavages. At two and twenty, he was appointed Colonel 
of a regiment raiſed by the colony of RK for the 
defcnce of their frontiers. 

In 


C9 1 


In a ſevere engagement with an enemy 
of ſuperior numbers, when the Comma 
der in Chief fell a fatal ſacrifice to ſucceſsful 
ſtratagem, and almoſt every officer around 
him was either wounded or deſtroyed ; 
he, alone, remained unhurt and undif- 
mayed, preſerved the line of battle un- 
broken, and by his ſingular management 
and intrepidity, conducted the little 
remnant of his army, to a ſecure ſheher 
r 7.7 


A conedubt like this could ſbareely fail 
of approbation, and he was-accordingly- 
honoured and promoted: choſen to ne- 
gociate a ſolemn treaty, he acquitted 
himfelf with ſo much ſkill and penetra- 
tion, that his efforts were crowned win 
eee _—_— and he en 


_ * In chis engagement General Braddock lo his life 
in attewpting to extricate his troops from the fatal am- 
buſcade, into which they had been drawn by the F rench. 

Braddock had ſeveral horſes ſhot under Hitt, and there 
| was not an officer on horſeback that day, General Waſh. 


ington alone excepted, who was not either killed or 
wounded, 


_ Vide Mons 8 n Si 
* 0 for 


. 
_— 


T &) 
for himſelf, an encreaſed vote for 
his ne valuable ba ae 


In ai wear: 1759, (dn a fo hd macht 
ful diſcharge of his duty, he reſigned: his 
military appointment: but though he 
quitted the fatigues of the army, for which 
he became diſqualified by extreme ill 
health +, he did not retire from the actual 
ſervice of his country. The ruder occu- 
pations of war were only exchanged for 
the gentle arts of peace, and he ſucceſ- 
ſively became, a Member of Aſſembly, a 
Magiſtrate of the County, a Delegate to 
Nene and a. Judge of the Bann | 


But the ian at 1 ivd — 
all that he had hitherto performed was 
comparatively as nothing; when his ad- 
mirable qualifications were to be exerted 
and applied to one grand and important 
5 | TIS! x | 3 

* In the year 1758, he commanded the van brigade 
of General Forbes? 1 in the capture of Fort Queſne. 

| | Vide Monsz's AMERICAN GroGhArny, 
8 + An inveterate pulminary complaint. | 
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1 | 
purpoſe ; and when he was to be inveſted 
with the ſolemn and magnificent charac- 
ter, of Saviour and Defender of his 


Country. Modern policy may perhaps 
ſuggeſt, that it is neither delicate nor pru- 


dent to expatiate on the nature or pro- 
priety of the original diſpute; but We 
may ſurely be allowed to reflect with pe- 
culiar pride and exultation upon the glo- 
rious principles which gave birth to the 
conteſt, and upon the beneficial conſe- 
quences which have reſulted from 1 ts RE 
SEW, termination. „ 


| . Stung ith, a Ae perception of its 
numerous wrongs, and maddened with 
repeated inſults; America, at length 
ſhook off her deadly trance, awoke to 
the cries of indignant virtue, and called 
aloud to her choſen ſons to defend 
their ſacred freedom and aſſert their 
native rights. A gallant band obey 
the martial ſummons. They arm they 
take the field - aloft they rear their ſhin- 
ing ſtandard— Liberty ſits, waving on 
their plumes; they put on the breaſt - 
plate of manly confidence; the ſevenfold 
< 315 2 ſhield 


N 1 | 
ſhield-of conſcious integrity is their chief 
defence ; independence is the general 
pos mee their Sung re the my 
mn * nA oo” ny 29 


185 


l 18005 the heart wits With ovctous 
emotion, and vibrates with encreaſed 
pulſation at the 55g e g of the Nen 
rious ſeene! eon 0 


Niethinks as -dredlifat conflict + tie? 
ſent to my imagination. 'F fee the em- 
battled hoſts in terrible array ; Fhear the 
loud ſhouts of the victor's triumph, and 
the hollow groans of vanquiſhed ſlaves ! 
On. one fide, behold the proud fatellites 
of tyranny and corruption; the friends 
of liberty and independence on the other. 
The charge is given—the battle rages— 
ſuſpence hangs doubtful o'er the iſſue. 
At length the-vaſt faperiority of virtuous 
energy Prevails. The cohorts of deſpo- 
tifm- give way—their ranks are broken; 
fee, they retreat—they fly—they call for 
quarter. Hark! the brazen trumpet 
ſounds the merry note of triumph ; the 
epi foldier rends the air with joyful 

TIO 


* 


* 
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niz g e eg is . 
is free! 
N e e , 1 ee 
Nen neee 7 ens firſt was 
Roy's amidft the doubtful ſhock of 
hoſtile arms, thy glory ſhoe refulgent'as 
theradiant orb of day, when from behind 
4 werf cloud it pierces forth, in fall 
fplendour. Not that alone in 

works of Free and flaughter thou wert 
always feen; but oft with ſkilful policy and 
calm deliberation, it was thine to eir- 
cumvent and not deſtroy. Thy laurels 
often bloomed without one ſanguinary 
ſtain, and a bloodleſs victory, obtained by 
the capture of a whole army , who ſur- 
rendered themfelves priſoners of war, 


ſhall crown thy u and ſecure” iy 
fame! ! | 


A. 


AT Mere Ine dns wich bearttelt . 
tisfaction we recount the great and glori- 
ous deeds of Venn on. ONE" rer 


on the * of October, 1781, General Coavatis 
ſurrendered with his whole army. 1 


"LW 1 | 
curs with bitter anguiſh to paſt events, 
and recals to her painful recollection, the 
memory of one who alſo nobly fought, a 
volunteer in Freedom's ſacred cauſe. 


Does not the ſwelling tear ſuffuſe the 


tender eye of pity? Does not the anxi- 
ous ſigh of friendly ſympathy eſcape each 
heaving boſom? Does not the . crimſon, 
bluſh. of indignation riſe in each manly, 
cheek, while lowly I repeat the fad name 
of the brave La Fayette? With Waſh: 
ington he fought-with Waſhington, he 
bled-—with Wie i ee 
VISSER 210 r bormoold 1010 
* daes ein for — * he 
truggled, he carried back again, and his 
on, native country might. juſtly Se 
ber heavy, weight of obligation! 


Nov left to pine in ſad and hopeleſs 
miſery, behold him covered with chains, 
within the dark and dreary dungeons of 
Olmutz, a priſoner, . and 1 in want even of 
the bare . of life! His wife, the 
dear and faithful partner of his woes, 
1 to take ti dreadful choice— 

this 


þ 


1 1 8 E 
this curſed alternative - eit ier to be for | 
ever parted from him, or with him to ſhare 
ee . <12ceth — She aka 5 5 
latter!! Nod Y 


bes 
= 


| Glorious"wormand: e deckiwid ib 
better to be buried alive amidſt the gloom | 
and horrors of a priſon, than walk abroad 
in the fair face of day, while her huſband 
was deprived of the ineſtimable og. | 
e rand Wye 2480-8001 1 
"Tis well-tis very well! Theſe tears 
become us—indeed they do; nor will it 
ever, I truſt, be thought difgraceful to 
weep for virtue in diſtreſs! * But-who 
is it keeps him thus in durance vile? 
Where is the unfeeling wretch that ſports 
with ſuffering innocence and tramples on 
the rights of human nature? Who forges 
fetters for the brave La Fayette, or pays 


The humane and benevolent Reader will not be 
diſpleaſed to find, that at the time when theſe words were 
ſpoken, the greater part of the aſſembly was diſſolved in 
tears. An honourable teſtimony of their feelings! 


8 
7 


K 


| — 16 J 

the damned price of his confinement ? 
Could we but trace the villain to his hid- 
ing corner and bring conviction to his 
guilty boſom— no power ſhould ſcreen 
him from the public vengeance; this arm 
ſhould do the brave man juſtice—I myſelf 
un act che Roman nt — 


| No! rather'I would let him 3 con- 
e and ignominy his daily portion 
a wandering outcaſt on the world's wide 
ſurface—like Cain, the mark of infamy 
branded upon his forehead ; the object 
r af our {corn and nent b 


The debe ee of- Anrics, once 
felt and acknowledged, peace followed 
as an immediate conſequence . Al- 
though the form of Government, after- 
n POR —_— not perhaps be 


* The American Independance was 8 
by Holland on the igth of April, 1782; by Great 
Britain on the goth of November; by Sweden on the 
Zeh of February, 1783; by Denmark on the 25th of 
AE by Spain in March; _ by Ruſſe in July, 
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* 
that which the diſintereſted patriot would 
prefer, or the enlightened philoſopher 
entirely approve, yet no one differed re- 
ſpecting the perſon to whom the Execu- 
tive Power ſhould be entruſted. He, 
who ſo. well had fought his country's 
battles, and ſo. materially contributed to 
eſtabliſh her independance, was de- 
ſervedly eſtimated as the moſt proper to 
guide her councils and enforce her laws. 
The Conſtitution, ſuch as it was, was 
preſented, ratified, and accepted, and 
Waſhington was unanimouſly choſen to 

fill the high and e office of Preſi- 
dent of America. | | | 


11 ee . to inform him of | 
the determination, of the country, and to 
ſolicit his free acceptance. Unacquaint- 
ed with this high diſlinction, and unambi- 
tious of farther honours, he, like the Ro- 
man Cincinatus, had quietly retired, co- 
vered with glory, to exerciſe the humble 

occupations of huſhandry and agricul- 
ture. They ſought—they found him at 
his peaceful farm, and drew him, reluc- 
tant from his calm retreat. A ſympa- 

D thetic 


L 18 

thetic tear of mild benevolence, chaſten- 
ed with anxious ſolicitude for his coun- 
try's welfare, ſtole from his manly. cheek 
as he modeſtly accepted the folemn and 
unportant office. The admiring people 
as he paſt, thronged around in buly 
crowds, to hail their great deliverer. The 
oath was adminiſtered; he took the chair, 
amidſt the acclamations of millions, and 
a whole nation ſaluted him with loud and 
reiterated cries of Long live George 
Waſhington, the Father and Defender of 
hits CO 4s 


How ably he has di (charged th the ſolemn 
truſt repoſed in him, let the preſent con- 
vulſed and harraſſed ſtate of Europe and the 
calm tranquility of America declare. He 
needs no brazen trumpet to ſound his honeſt 
fame. For him no orphan mourns it's 
parent loſt; no widowed wife, her flaugh- 
tered huſband. His merits are recorded 
within the generous boſoms of the good 
and wiſe ; his actions are open and con- 
ſpicuous 28 che fair firmament of heaven; 
ſurrounding nations fhall be proud to 
emulate his numerous W a8 infants 


2 
— Tit ot 


8 yet 
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yet unborn ſhall liſp their feeble e 
and bleſs the n name . | 


Wale 


3g In reviewing a 1 of the 8 fea- 
tures of the public conduct of General 
Waſhington, during the period of his ad- 
miniſtration, it might be deemed eflen- 
tially neceſlary for us to adyert to recent 
circumſtances materially connected with 
the policy and government of this coun- 
try, Whatever fears might, on this ac- 
count be entertained by the timid or the 
prudent, they will be fortunately reliev- 
ed from ſuch an apprehenſion, by con- 
ſidering the general nature and tendency 
of the preſent ſubject; and by recollect- 
ing that the relative ſituation and politi- 
cal conſequence of Great Britain, what- 
ever formerly they might have been, are 
now no longer the objects either of our 
cloſe inveſtigation or our critical reſearch. 
We have taken conſiderable pains indeed 
to aſcertain its rank and degree in the 
extended ſcale of national exiſtence, and 
have carefully looked for its geographi- 
cal, commercial and political ſituation, 
D2 both 
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Tyrants for their guilty lives; when thoſe 


b = J 
both in the map of the world and on the 


| Tufface of the globe. But it has dimi- 


niſhed and almoſt diſappeared from our 
view. To the eye of the philoſopher 


| and the critical obſervation of the ſcholar 


there is no 188 ſuch a 1 850 e 


Of this country, stete in particu- 
lar, nothing can be ſaid; and ſuch obſer- 
vations and opinions as relate to the ge- 
neral laws and regulations of nations, and 
accord with the preſent ſubject are ex- 
cluſively intended for no particular ſtate 
nor kingdom, but apply ingifcriminately 
to all, without limitation and Without re- 
ſerve. ce 


ä "At the time when France, awakening 
from the ſleep of death, aroſe to a glori- 
ous reſurrection—burſt aſunder the iron 
bands. of ſlavery; razed to the ground 
the lofty battlements of tyranny and ſu- 
perſtition, and claimed a proud pre- 
eminence among the nations of the 
earth; when Monarchs trembled for their 
thrones — Prieſts for their mitres, and 


who 


© 3 
| who ſhould have ſupported; oppoſed her 
growing freedom, and all Europe, agi- 
tated with fearful apprehenſion and 
alarm, was convulſed and harraſſed both 
with internal diſcord and external war 
America, alone, unhurt and undi d 
amidſt the raging ſhock: of adverſe na- 
tions, ſtood ſirm from the furious havock; 
with mingled pity and concern, ſurveyed 
the dreadful ſcene, and ſecure in her 
own remote diſtance, and in the virtuous 
integrity of a mild and equitable Admi- 
niſtration preſerved at once her tran- 
quility, her independence, and her 


For Waſhington, himſelf, had lately 
experienced the complicated horrors of 
war; he had witneſſed its deſtructive ef- 
fects even when undertaken from the 
pureſt motives, and proceeding from the 
moſt honourable cauſe. He had carefully 


1 eſtimated the probable, and, perhaps, 


the certain conſequences of raſhly com- 
mitting to a haſty and uncertain iſſue, 
the ſafety and proſperity of America; 
and he well knew that it was far eaſier 

| to 


(22 3 


to unſheath the ſword of ſlaughter from 
the ſcabbard, than return and r the 
aden to the word. 


| Bleſt land +6 liberty ! Matbinks: it 
ſeems. as if the benevolent hand of Pro- 
vidence had kindly interpoſed the vaſt 
Atlantic ocean, to ferve as an immenſe 
barrier againſt the deſtructive influence 
of European politics and Continental 
wars; to preſerve this happy country, 
pure and unſullied, ſrom the follies and 
vices of foreign Courts and kingdoms, 
and to furniſh to the wretched and perſe- 
cuted of all nations a comfortable aſy- 
N and a ſafe retreat. 


F had WOE aſſiſted hate 
F rom motives of policy, gratitude or af- 
fection, it might have been expected that 
America would return the obligation. 
But France needed not the aſſiſtance of 
any foreign power; ſecure in her own 
inherent ſtrength and the impotence of 
her enemies, ſhe aſłked no other aid than 
the principles for which ſhe n 
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I vel e can in. 
ſpire. | 

She Fought —ſhe conquered — and a 
Revolution, at once the admiration and 
terror of all ſurrounding kingdoms, was 
eſtabliſhed in the very heart _ centre 
2 Europe. 


| Yet, though Waſhington could neither 
wholly countenance or approve the miſ- 
fortunes which attended, or the exceſſes 
which diſtinguiſhed the progreſs and 
termination of that Revolution, he could 
not but applaud the glorious principles 
on which it was undertaken, and heartily 
wiſh ſucceſs to ſo mentorious a cauſe. 
A veſſel was diſpatched to carry over 

WS -- aſſurance of his friendſhip and 
eſteem. 


The meſſenger deputed appeared vie 
the Credentials of Peace and Amity ; the 
American ſtandard was unfurled in the 
Hall of the Convention, and the thirteen 

Joop of the UNITED STATES proudly 


waved 
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waved; in concert and union with the 
eri coloured flag of FRANCE ! | 


So. may they long. continue. the, fair 
and happy emblems of peace and tran- 
quility. Alas! why upon reviewing. paſt 
tranſactions doth memory call to mind 
what might have been the preſent ſitua- 
tion of other countries; and had a ſimilar 
conduct been adopted and purſued, what 
dreadful conſequences. might have been 
averted, The ſoul ſickens with horror 
at the frightful picture which is pre- 
ſented. to its view, and turns with eager 
anxiety from the fruitleſs contempla- 
tion. Strange policy which urges Mo- 
narchs and Stateſmen, in defiance. of 
the ſolid maxims of prudence and phi- 
loſophy, to involve the liberties and 
ſafety of their country in almoſt ine- 
vitable ruin and diſgrace; which renders 
it neceſſary for their intereſt and pre- 
ſervation. to continue on the world's 
wide theatre to play the deſperate game 
of warfare, and ſport the blood and 
treaſure A. a nation againſt the autho- 
rity 


[9] 


rity of an individual am to dominion | 


of a CLOWN lo 


Muſt they wreent;!: to . Foughic 
the free exerciſe of thought and the li- 


berty of inveſtigation, leaſt fondly gaz- 


ing on the ample tree of knowledge, 
Men ſhould be induced to - taſte the 
forbidden fruit, and thenceforward be 
enabled to diſtinguiſh the real difference 
en 88 * evil Governments 7 


But we come now han an pe which 


muſt at once excite the moſt painful re- 


gret and deſerve the moſt nn 
een J Uchte 


After a long and virtuous 'life, em⸗ | 


ployed in the active ſervice of his coun- 
try; after having filled with honour and 


with. integrity the high and diſtinguiſh- 


ed office of Preſident ' of the United 


States, to which important fituation he 


had been twice unanimouſly choſen, 
without his interpoſition and almoſt 
contrary to his wiſhes; after, in fine, 
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contributing. for nearly ſive and forty 
years to the welfare, the happineſs, and 
the proſperity of America, GEORGE 


Wasngixcrox at length retires from the 
fatigues of public duty, to enjoy in pri- 


vate that repoſe and calm tranquility 


which his age and his n 
ag . ei bi, 


7200; e en e d e e 


and application of that juſt, yet much 
neglected truth, that om real value of a 


good and virtuous 


rr For 


though I entertain not fo mean and con- 
temptible an opinion of the preſent ſitu- 


ation of America, as falſely to ſuppoſe 


that ſhe is ſunk ſo low in the ſcale of 
national exiſtence, as to be capable of 
producing one man only who can guide 
her councils and proclaim her will; 
yet, too well I know, that when the 
angry billows daſh with refiſtleſs fury 
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the ſhattered bark againſt the een 
ing rocks, we rather prefer to truſt the 
experienced mariner than the adventur - 
ous novice; to ſteer the leaking veſſel, 
and ſafely guide her "through the 28 
ing ſtorm. | 74111 


Waſhington has reſigned, not apm 
motives of reſentment or diſguſt, but 
becauſe he thinks it neceſſary at length 
to commit the ſafety of the infant Re- 
public ta its on inherent ſtability, and 

to the care and protection of the People. 
carries not with him, one ſingle ſhilling 
of the public treaſury. He zetires with- 

out the exchange of a place or the re- 
ward of a penſion, He aſks not, as 4 
return for his ſervices, the titled honour 
of a peerage, or the blue ribband of 
apoſtacy.— - on ESL bt 7 ayes ine”? 

The Preſident of the UxITED STATES 


is content to return to the maſs of that 
32 1 


. 8 J 
people by whom he was elected, and 
from whom he originally ſprang, and 
to receive once more the plain and 
ſimple | appellation of Gzoxce Wasn- 
INGTON, the Proprietor of a Virginia 


Fear this ye MixisTERS and STATES- 
MEN; who daily riot on the Public plun- 
der, and ſacrifice your honour and con- 
fiſtency—to acquire, to preſerve your 
ſituations.— Hear this ye proud and ava- 
vicious MonaRrCHs, who extort from an 
overwhelmed, oppreſſed and ſuffering 
People, the hard earnings of honeſt in- 
duſtry, to ſwell your loaded coffers, 
and who too often conſider the tears 
and  groans of an. injured Nation as 
beneath the utter notice, or the con 
, een of a n | 


But he carries « with 1 what is tie 
more valuable than all the rich mines of 
Potoſi, or the yellow gold of Peru; the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, a pure 

2 . and 
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and unblemiſhed charaftery 2 virtuvud 


4 S0 Wang en and neden hed 
what ſo well thou haſt: deſerved, and 
what a grateful people can and will be- 
ſtow—a nation's: qr and a nation 's 
ee DI FLIES : 


| But (ces I n thy merit far . 
ſcends my feeble efforts and ſoars above 

my eager contemplation; I would call 
on the winds to bear acroſs the wide 
Atlantic the willing tribute of my 
humble praiſe, and even © echo hoarſe“ 
with frequent repetitions of thy well- 
earned fame.—Go, happy man, and reſt 


aſſured that virtue cannot long be un- 


rewarded, and that exalted worth, like 
_ thine, ſhall never be forgotten. | 


Already 62 the loud voice of public 


approbation proclaimed aloud * meri- 
boriou deeds. 


Thy 


1 1 
Thy name, Oh, Waſhington ! is al- 
ready inſcribed upon the hearts and 
in the memories of the preſent, and 
ſhall be faithfully tranſmitted with un- 
diminiſhed luſtre for a ſplendid example, 
my to future generations. The laurel and 
mae olive ſhall with rival energy — 
wy. twine around thy aged brows, the 
. milder virtues ſhall attend to fmooth 
thy declining years, and as thou ſlecpeſt 
upon thy midnight couch, thou ſhall 
be watched by tutelary angels, to 
Ute! 30 ag! e003 2 
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55 * Ae foul hires 5 Ks a os 
nd longs to ſhare in fame ſo 
honeſtly acquired! I joy to hail the 
metitorious deeds of ſuch a character, 
and think my time and talents wells 
beltowed on buch an uſeful under- 
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Oh! A. are we yet ſo far beneath 
the ſtandard of perfection? Oh! why 


are there yet ſo few like Waſhington, 
with 
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with kindred minds, who bravely dare 
to aſſert their country's rights, and de- 
dicate egy lives and fortunes to it's ſer. 
yn 33 41 22: +433 + +; 


Much as I W hold up — 
and virtue for genuine admiration, the 


did I not fondly cheriſh the pleaſing 
wm that the contemplation of ſuch 
a picture, would rouze and animate 
ſome youthful Patriot, and make his 


boſom glow with generous emulation. | i | 


In vain do virtuous characters ariſe 


among mankind, and promulgate the 
ſteady light of truth; in vain do ſtrug- | 
gling Martyrs fall a glorious ſacrifice in 
Freedom's noble cauſe ; in vain do Legife | 
lators teach, or Sages write, if Man, for 


whom theſe great and ſplendid actions 
daily are performed, negle& to culti- 


vate their uſeful virtues, and imitate 
their bright example ! 


Fg To. 


taſk would quickly weary in my hands, 
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<Q. W-SENETO IOR27) 71g 5 
Fo rouſe the mind to active con- 
templation; to point the path where 
fold fame and honour lie; to awake 
the ſleeping energies of human nature ; 
to unfold: the mighty power and dig- 
nity of man; to prove by what has once 
been done, what may hereaſter be at- 
chieved; in ſhort, to yield to merit its 
appropriate due, and to aſſert the in- 
canteſtible- ſuperiority of virtue over 
vice; are the cauſe and the motives of 
this weak attempt. If in its execution 
I have failed, the misfortune and the 
diſgrace are all my own; yet, if I 
bn. and but one ſolitary indivi- 
dual be weaned from the mean and 
trifling purſuits of folly, and added to 
the glorious liſt of good and worthy 
men—the conſciouſneſs of ſuch a bleſt 
event ſhall lighten all my future la- 
bours, and prove an * for a 
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And now if you ple ws a word. or 


two at PI | | * N 


May the virtues and abilities here de- 


lineated, while they deſerve the appro- 


bation, excite alſo the earneſt attention 


of every liberal and reflecting mind; 


and if on any other ſpot of earth the 
ſame cauſes which occaſioned theſe 


events, ſhould call for ſimilar exertions, 


may there be always found a TIP 5 


ton in TT. Country | 
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